
PESTICIDE USE IN MUSEUM ETHNOGRAPHIC COLLECTIONS AND INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS TO ADDRESS THE ISSUES RELATED TO PESTICIDE RESIDUES

From the mid-18th century onwards, pests, particularly insect pests, were viewed as the greatest threat to the preservation of collections. Initially, collectors combated pests through the use of metal salts, some aromatic herbs and oils, and possibly toxic derivatives from plants, such as strychnine. Collection growth, the use of cabinets to store specimens, and discoveries in organic chemistry eventually led to the use of gas-phase chemicals as fumigants for the contents of individual cabinets or for large-scale treatments. The legacy of pesticide use continues to pose problems for staff and various collections users, especially the recipients of repatriated objects. Modern pest control for collections focuses on prevention first, and then on treatments that do not leave lasting residues. Worldwide, efforts are underway in museums to record the history of collections and their treatment, develop tests to identify and mitigate various contaminants, evaluate the risks from potentially hazardous residues, and to sponsor workshops and symposia to alert museum staff and collections users to potential problems.
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